Sociology – Spring 2016 – Course Syllabus

   Email: jwisdom@mckinneyisd.net        Instructor: Justin Wisdom
  www.coachwisdom.weebly.com  
Course Description

Sociology is designed to introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of the social interaction within groups of people. Students are exposed to the sociological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with each of the major subfields within sociology. They also learn about ethics and methods sociologists use in their studies and practice
Textbooks:

Shepard, Jon M. and Robert W. Green. Sociology and You, New York: Glencoe/McGraw-Hill, 2003.   

Course Objectives

1. Students will study the major core concepts and theories of Sociology.

2. Students will learn the basic skills of sociological research.

3. Students will be able to apply basic sociological concepts to their lives.

4. Students will develop critical thinking skills.

5. Students will build their reading, writing, and discussion skills.

6. Students will learn about Sociology as a profession, as well as current research.

7. Students will demonstrate an appreciation for various cultures and social interactions.

Course Requirements 

1. Reading of assigned textbook materials. 

2. Consistent and dedicated class participation. 

3. Successful completion of selected laboratory assignments.

4. Successful completion of weekly vocabulary.

5. Successful completion of unit tests. 

6. Successful completion of a comprehensive final examination.

Course Format

Class meetings will consist of lecture, discussion, and group/individual activities. This means I will not be the only person talking for the entire semester. It is expected that you will ask questions and add your own experiences and views to the class. Each person’s right to his or her opinion will be respected at all times. The part of this course that takes place outside of our class meetings involves meticulous, dedicated reading of assigned textbook chapters and reflection upon the week’s lecture and discussion. Do not wait until the last minute to read the book. You will be setting yourself up for failure if you do.

Class Expectations
1. Be on time - The MBHS tardy policy will be strictly enforced.  You are to be in your seat, ready to learn when the bell rings.

2. Be prepared
- You must have all materials needed for class.  This includes the following:


a) Spiral: for Sociology 

b) Something to write with – I do not provide pens/pencils.

3. We will work from bell to bell.

4. Don’t talk while I am talking

5. Follow all MBHS procedures and adhere to the Student Handbook.

No sighing, whining, or rolling eyes when consequences are enforced.
If you have a legitimate explanation, see me after class.

Assignments

All assignments will be posted on the white board.. Anything not turned in on time will be recorded as a zero – no exceptions. You then have 3 days to turn the assignment in to earn a 70%.
Quizzes

At least one quiz will be given each unit.  You will have the opportunity to work in groups on the quizzes, as I believe this fosters productive concept exchange.  You do not have to reach a consensus, however, as you will not be graded as a group.  Each student will turn in his/her own quiz.

Exams

You will have 3 comprehensive unit exams each quarter.  Exams may consist of multiple-choice, matching,

true-false, short answer, and/or essay type questions.

Vocabulary

You will be required to keep a spiral notebook of all assigned vocabulary terms.  Vocabulary is to be handwritten – no exceptions.  By the time we are finished, you will have approximately 350 terms in your notebook.

Make-up Work
Students will have two class periods to make up assignments missed due to an absence. Students have two days to come after school to make up missed tests or quizzes. Failure to do so in the allotted time will result in a zero – no exceptions.  It is your responsibility to get the make-up work BEFORE school.  I will not hunt you down and I do not want to use instruction time to get you your work.  

Retakes

You must schedule a tutoring session and a retake day for your retest.  Come see me before school to schedule.

Extra Credit?
Special Occasions: Open to all
Tutoring
I will be available for tutoring by appointment only.
Academic Dishonesty

Cheating/plagiarism is an insult to your intelligence and integrity, and as such, will not be tolerated.  Cheating on a quiz/test or plagiarizing an assignment results in a zero for the assignment/quiz/test.  Moreover, your parents will be notified immediately via phone call, and an office referral will be sent to your house-principal.

Grading Policy

Your course grade will be determined as follows:


30% Formative – vocabulary, daily/group assignments, projects, quizzes.  Please note that certain




  assignments, projects, and quizzes will be weighted more than standard daily grades.


70% Summative – unit tests.

REMEMBER THIS:

Motivation is of much greater importance to your success than your current level of ability. If you sincerely want to succeed in this course and are willing to put in the necessary effort, YOU WILL SUCCEED. Attitude, study skills, determination, discipline, and respect count for far more than intelligence.

Major Units

Unit 1: Intro to Sociology & Methods

Unit 2: Culture

Unit 3: Socialization

Unit 4: Crime and Punishment

Unit 5: Social Stratification

Unit 6: Race, Ethnicity, and Gender
 Unit 7: The Family
 Unit 8: Religion
Unit 9: Sports

